
 SYNOPSIS + PRAISE

LADY MIDNIGHT: THE DARK ARTIFICES Book One 

Emma Carstairs is a Shadowhunter who lives at the Los Angeles 
Institute with the Blackthorn family and her friend Cristina. She 
and Cristina learn about a series of murders where the victims 
have demon scripts on their skin. However, she is not allowed 
to investigate because faeries are among the murdered 
victims, and a relatively new law called the Cold Peace 
excludes faeries from Shadowhunter protection. Emma tells 
Julian Blackthorn, her parabatai (warrior partner), about the 
murders, and they agree to investigate in secret. They go to 
the warlock Malcom Fade for help.  

Faeries Kieran and Iarlath arrive at the Institute with Mark 
Blackthorn, Julian’s brother who is half-faerie and who has 
been a prisoner of the Wild Hunt for five years. The faeries ask 
that the Blackthorns help solve the murders, in exchange for 
returning Mark to them. They eventually discover that the killer 
is sacrificially killing in order to raise a Blackthorn ancestor 
named Annabel from the dead using a dark text called the 
Black Volume of the Dead.  

The group learns that Malcom Fade is the killer, and Annabel 
was his lover. Emma kills Malcolm, but not before he warns her 

about the parabatai curse – Emma and Julian’s forbidden feelings for each other puts them 
both in danger. Learning that requited love between them would make their powers grow 
intensely, to the point of insanity, Emma tries to break things off with Julian, and suggests to Mark 
that they pretend to be in a relationship. Elsewhere, Annabel Blackthorn awakens. 

PRAISE: “You know how you thought The Mortal Instruments series couldn’t be topped?   You’re 
wrong.   Dive into LADY MIDNIGHT and you are surrounded by characters that keep you up at 
night, a tangle of mystery, and an unrequited love story that will break your heart and make you 
wish the next installment was already here.”   — Jodi Picoult, NYT Bestselling author 

“Clare's ability to tell a fresh new story, while overlapping critical components from her previous 
series, is worthy of applause. Readers can rest in the familiarity of her shadowhunter world, but 
can also bask in the excitement of embracing a new roster of gritty characters.   Lady Midnight 
incorporates the importance of responsibility, the call of justice and the willingness to risk it all for 
those you love.             — Associated Press 
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 SYNOPSIS + PRAISE
“Clare delivers spectacularly with her trademark street tough yet emotionally fragile adolescent 
characters… VERDICT A must-have for libraries with Shadowhunter fans, who will undoubtedly be 
waiting for this emotionally intense beginning to her new series”          — School Library Journal 
 
"Positively a quiver with secret ardor and murderous zeal."     —Kirkus 

"Fresh and...wonderfully told."                 —Booklist 
 
"Clare's well-developed protagonists..., pell-mell action sequences, complicated family 
dynamics, and fascinating magic system continue to engage."       —Publishers Weekly 

“The story is brutal and tragic, but simultaneously funny and charming characters, though not 
always likable, are lovable, which may be why readers are fiercely devoted to them… the novel 
does not disappoint. Lady Midnight is filled with twists, turns and heartbreak… be warned — the 
heartbreak is only just beginning.”           — Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

LORD OF SHADOWS: THE DARK ARTIFICES Book Two 

The Clave (Shadowhunter government) wants to obtain the 
Black Volume of the Dead. Shadowhunter allies Jace and 
Clary arrive hoping to get Malcom’s body in order to break 
spells he had cast, and also suspect that an old enemy left a 
weapon in the Faerie realm; they leave on a secret mission. 
Mark is called upon to help Kieran, who has been accused of 
killing Iarlath. Mark goes to Faerie, and the others soon follow.  

Mark and Emma stop pretending to date as Mark’s feelings for 
Cristina grow, and they save Kieran from the Unseelie King. The 
Seelie Queen also wants the black book, and offers to help 
Emma and Julian break the parabatai curse in exchange for it. 
In the human realm, the other Blackthorn children must 
contend with Zara Dearborn, a Centurion and member of the 
Cohort, a group that wants to restrict the rights of 
Downworlders (warlocks, faeries, werewolves). Zara is trying to 
help her father, Horace, gain control of the Los Angeles 
Institute so he can create a law forcing Downworlders to join a 
registry. This would be the Cohort’s first step toward purifying 
the Shadowhunters and making them dominant over 
Downworlders, as opposed to equals.  

Emma and Julian search for Annabel, while the effects of the parabatai curse grow stronger 
and they consider going into exile. Annabel and Julian meet, and Julian convinces her to testify 
in front of the Council in Idris. She testifies using the Mortal Sword to ensure she is telling the truth. 
Facing scrutiny from Zara and others, Annabel panics and kills the Inquisitor. As chaos ensues, 
she also kills Julian’s younger sister Livvy. 

PRAISE: Reality will drift to the wayside as Shadowhunter fans fall under Clare’s spell, revisiting the 
London Institute with all of its memories and culminating in an emotionally fraught battle with 
horrific cliffhangers that will leave fans aching for the final volume in this heart-stopping trilogy. 
                 —RT Book Reviews 

“There’s enough blood, gore, and forbidden love  to satisfy the most ardent of Clare fans, and 
with that cliff-hanger ending, how can they not come back for book three?”          —Booklist 
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