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New York Times #1 Best Selling Author/Artist, 

JAN BRETT 
Creates a Magical Undersea World 

in a Retelling of Goldilocks and the Three Bears in   

THE MERMAID 
New York, NY - With over 40 million books in print, 
JAN BRETT’S exquisite art is universally recognized as 
being among the finest in children’s books today. 
She has brought lovable characters in 
extraordinary settings to millions of youngsters, 
their teachers, and parents. 

THE MERMAID (G.P. Putnam’s Sons) is a striking, 
underwater version of Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears as only Brett could create starring a mermaid 
and three octopuses. Brett is famous for taking 
extensive research trips to all corners of the 
globe for her books and including special 
cultural flourishes in her highly detailed art. THE 
MERMAID took her to the reefs off the coast of 
Okinawa, Japan, and she describes her 
experience much like Alice going down the 
rabbit hole to find another world. 

Later, during a “tentacles-on” experience at the New England Aquarium’s Giant Pacific 
Octopus Exhibit, Brett was astounded by their intelligence and curiosity for human 
interaction. Brett’s love of nature and strong support of conservation is strongly 
reflected in her work. 
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In THE MERMAID, when Kiniro, a young mermaid, comes upon a gorgeous house made 
of seashells and coral and she is so curious that she goes inside. But when the Octopus 
family returns home, they are not happy to find someone has been eating their food 
and breaking their things. Luckily, shock turns to happiness when Kiniro gives the baby 
octopus a thoughtful gift before escaping from the twenty-four arms coming her way. 

About Jan Brett: 

Jan Brett is the New York Times #1 bestselling artist/author 
of over 35 books for children which have sold over 40 
million copies combined. Her books have been chosen 
as “Best Children’s Books of the Year” by The New Yorker, 
Parents, Redbook, and others. 

Brett lives in Norwell, MA. Her biography is attached. 

THE MERMAID by Jan Brett; G.P. Putnam’s Sons; Hardcover picture book; 
$18.99; 32 pages; ISBN 9780399170720; Ages 4-8; On Sale August 22, 2017. 

For more about Jan Brett and all of her books, please visit: 
janbrett.com 

facebook.com/byjanbrett 
youtube.com/janbrettchannel 

twitter: @byjanbrett 

Contact: Rhalee Hughes Perry, rhalee hughes public relations + marketing 
212.260.2244 or rhughes@rhalee.com 

About Penguin Random House (http://global.penguinrandomhouse.com/) is the world’s most global trade book publisher. It was formed on July 
1, 2013, upon the completion of an agreement between Bertelsmann and Pearson to merge their respective trade publishing companies, 

Random House and Penguin, with the parent companies owning 53% and 47%, respectively. Penguin Random House comprises the adult and 
children’s fiction and nonfiction print and digital trade book publishing businesses of Penguin and Random House in the U.S., U.K., Canada, 

Australia, New Zealand, India and South Africa, and Penguin’s trade publishing activity in Asia and Brazil; DK worldwide; and Penguin Random 
House Grupo Editorial’s Spanish-language companies in Spain, Mexico, Argentina, Uruguay, Colombia, and Chile. Penguin Random House 
employs more than 10,000 people globally across almost 250 editorially and creatively independent imprints and publishing houses that 

collectively publish more than 15,000 new titles annually. Its publishing lists include more than 70 Nobel Prize laureates and hundreds of the 
world’s most widely read authors. ###
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