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Basketball and Poetry? An Unforeseen Slam Dunk 

REBOUND 

The follow-up to Newbery Medal-winning and 
New York Times Bestselling THE CROSSOVER 

 ★ “Kwame Alexander is unstoppable.” ★ –Booklist starred review 
 

Kwame Alexander took the literary world by surprise with his 
Newbery award-winning, The Crossover; a sports novel writ-
ten in verse.  Seeing this unlikely blend of sports and poetry 
turning scores of readers into poetry lovers, he prevailed 
through over 20 rejections by top publishers before scoring 
his New York Times bestselling middle-grade debut. 

The Washington Post says “right from the start… The Cross-
over looks, sounds, and even feels different.”  The New York 
Times calls Alexander’s work irresistible and says he “…takes 
great delight in borrowing the energy of rap and hip-hop to 
translate the game’s heat, speed and joy of motion to the 
page.” 

In Rebound, before he is Chuck “Da Man” Bell, Charlie is a 
kid who dreams of basketball glory.  In his mind he can 
steal, jump, dunk, and make the crowd go wild just like a 
pro-baller.  But when tragedy strikes, Charlie can’t help but 
make all the wrong moves.  Will a series of missteps keep 

him benched, or can he learn how to rebound in the follow-up to Alexander’s slam dunk 
novel, The Crossover?  Seven poems are illustrated by Emmy-winning artist and co-creator 
of the groundbreaking comic series, Brotherman, Dawud Anyabwile. 

Alexander’s unique style is kinetic and vibrant. In his novels he deploys his evocative vocab-
ulary, and mastery of haiku, rhythm, rhyme, acrostics, malapropism, and blackout poems to 
channel anger, confusion, and humor of a boy trying to understand his changing world. 
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About Kwame Alexander 

Kwame Alexander is a poet, educator, and the New York Times Best-
selling author of 25 books, including REBOUND, the follow-up to his 
Newbery-medal winning middle grade novel THE CROSSOVER.  Kwame 
writes for children of all ages.  Some of his other works include The Play-
book: 52 Rules to Help You Aim, Shoot, and Score in this Game of Life, 
and the novels Solo and Booked. 

A regular contributor of NPR’s Morning Edition, Kwame is the recipient of 
several awards, including: The Coretta Scott King Author Honor, The Lee 
Bennett Hopkins Poetry Prize, and the 2017 Inaugural Pat Conroy Legacy 
Award.  He believes that poetry can change the world, and he uses it to 

inspire and empower young people around the world through his Writing Workshop. He’s 
led cultural exchange delegations to Brazil, Italy, Singapore, and  to Ghana, where he is 
training teachers and building a library and health clinic as a part of LEAP for Ghana, an 
International literacy program he co-founded. The 2018 NEA Read Across America Ambas-
sador, Kwame is also the host/producer of "Bookish" a literary talk show. 

Praise for THE CROSSOVER: 
★“Alexander has crafted story that vibrates with energy and heat and begs to be read 

aloud.  A slam dunk.”                                                   —School Library Journal (starred review) 

★  “Alexander fully captures Josh’s athletic finesse and coming-of-age angst in a mix 
of free verse and hip-hop poetry… This will inspire budding players and poets alike.” 

—Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books (starred review) 

★“This novel in verse is rich in character and relationships… Alexander deftly reveals the 
power of the format to pack an emotional punch.”                           —Kirkus (starred review) 

★“The poems dodge and weave with the speed of a point guard driving for the basket… 
Josh’s sincere first-person accounts… swing from moments of swagger-worth triumph to 
profound pain.”                                                                    —Publishers Weekly (starred review) 

“A beautifully measured novel of life and line.”                          —New York Times Book Review 

“[Alexander]’s at the top of his poetic game in this taut, complex tale of the crossover from 
brash, vulnerable boy to young adult.”                                                             —Washington Post 

Praise for REBOUND: 
★“[brilliant] wordplay and syntax. There is a rhythm to each page, whether it’s the snappy 

give-and-take of dialogue, the throbbing of Charlie’s bottomless melancholy, or the rush-
ing excitement of a basketball game… Alexander is unstoppable.” 

—Booklist (starred review) 

★“An eminently satisfying story of family, recovery, and growing into manhood.” 
—Kirkus (starred review) 

REBOUND by Kwame Alexander, HMH Books for Young Readers; Hardcover; 
$16.99; 414 pages; ISBN 9780544868137; Ages 10-12; On Sale April 2, 2018.
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